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once gay and adventurous, but later very temperamental, Princess took
seriously to religion. So, no doubt, we must to a great extent, attribute
the happy change to the influence of that Blessed Father, Leonard of Port
Maurice, her Confessor, who in the fullness of time was to be raised to
the altars of the Church. Born at Porto Maurizio, a small coast town
near Genoa, 2Oth December, 1676, the son of Dominic Casanova and
his wife Anna Maria Berga, the future light of the Franciscan Order
received through the assistance of his uncle Agostino Casanova, his
higher education at the Roman College, where his piety, and amiable
disposition made the students and Jesuit professors believe that another
St Aloysius Gonzaga had come among them! As an associate of the Little
Oratory of Caravita, he had to assist at the missions, discourses and other
pious efforts of the Fathers for the instruction of the people, and it was
this apostolic work that fired Leonard with the holy ambition of devoting
himself body and soul to his neighbours* spiritual good. With this end
in view, he entered, after consulting Fr. Grifonelli, his Confessor, the
Reformed branch of the Friars-Minor at Ponticelli, where on 2nd October,
1697, he received the habit, and where, also, he edified the whole Com-
munity as he had that of the Roman College, by his extraordinary devotion
and humility. At the house of studies of the " Reformella" on the
Palatine, he applied himself with great ardour to the works of St
Bonaventure, regarding that bright light of the Seraphic Order as the
chief armoury under God's grace whence he was to draw the spiritual
weapons for the heavenly warfare for Souls. After his ordination he was
kept on as Professor of Philosophy, this in itself, no doubt, a severe trial
to an ardent soul who was already longing to be instructing the ignorant
and counselling the doubtful abroad, even as far off as the Chinese mission
field! Another obstacle at the outset, was a dangerous gastric haemorrhage
which made him practically an invalid for four years (1704-8), This
period of delay and suffering was not passed without much profit.
Further study and much prayer added knowledge and increased fervour,
and finally in the last-named year, Fr. Leonard having been assured by
Cardinal Colleredo that neither China nor any non-Catholic lands were to be
his mission field, but on the contrary, the towns and villages of his native
Italy, he began preaching mission sermons in the Church of his birth-
place, Port Maurice.
There was near Florence, a lonely house called Monte Alle Croce,
where Fr. Leonard and the rest of the Fathers used to retire sometimes
for prayer and recollection, after the conclusion of the missions. The course
of retreat on these occasions was based upon the Spiritual Exercises of St
Ignatius. The house belonged to the devout Cosmo III, Duke of Florence,
who very munificently made over the place to the Friars. Fr* Leonard